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Report on TED Talk

“Why Bees are Disappearing ?
By Marla Spivak”
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NOTICE

It is hereby informed to the students of B. Sc I1, IV and VI semesters
of CBZ combination to attend the organized TED - TALK programme on
the topic “Why Bees are Disappearing ?” delivered by MARLA SPIVAK
on 21/06/2023 at 2:30pm in the seminar hall. The science faculties are

requested to attend the TED - TALK.
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REPORT ON TED TALK

Marla Spivak rescarches bees® behavior and biology in an cffort to preserve
this threatened, but ecologically essential, inscct. Becs pollinate a third of our food
supply - they don’t just make honey! -- but colonies have been disappcaring at
alarming rates in many parts of the world due to the accumulated effects of parasitic
mites, viral and bacterial diseascs, and exposure to pesticides and herbicides. Marla
Spivak, University of Minnesota professor of entomology and 2010 MacArthur
Fellow, trics as much as possible to think like bees in her work to protect them.
They're “highly social and complex™ creatures, she says, which fucls her interest and

her rescarch.

Spivak has developed a strain of bees, the Minnesota Hygienic line, that can detect
when pupac are infected and kick them out of the nest, saving (he rest of the hive.
Now, Spivak is studying how bees collect propolis, or tree resins, in their hives 1o
keep out dirt and microbes. She is also analyzing how flowers’ decline due to
herbicides, pesticides and crop monoculture affect bees” numbers and diversity.

Spivak has been stung by thousands of bees in the course of her work.
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